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A Little Bit  of History

Indian Reorganization Act of 1934

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) 1971

Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 1980

Indian Civil Rights Act 1968
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Indian Reorganizat ion Act

https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-2/indianreorganizationact1934.php

ANCSA
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-
3/alaskanativeclaimssettlementactancsa1971.php

ANILCA
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-
3/tribalhuntingandfishingrightssubsistenceanilca1980.php

Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968
Google search!
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https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-2/indianreorganizationact1934.php
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-3/alaskanativeclaimssettlementactancsa1971.php
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-3/alaskanativeclaimssettlementactancsa1971.php
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-3/tribalhuntingandfishingrightssubsistenceanilca1980.php
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-3/tribalhuntingandfishingrightssubsistenceanilca1980.php
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IRA Counci l  D i f ferences

The difference from IRA to non-IRA Councils is that the constitution is created in tandem 
with the Federal Government for IRA Councils and not for non-IRA Councils.  

IRA Council Example 5
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Non-IRA Tr ibal  Counci l  Const i tut ion

Non-IRA Councils are treated equally under Federal Law, but do not have to go through 
the Department of the Interior for their constitutions.  They follow their own processes 
outlined in their constitutions.  

Northway Tribe (not IRA) example:
https://northwayvillagecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Constitution-of-NVC.pdf

Non-IRA Council Example 6
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https://northwayvillagecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Constitution-of-NVC.pdf
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Database for  Tr ibes

Database of IRA/Non-IRA Councils 7
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Here is a database that can be used to search if a tribe is an IRA or non-
IRA tribe:

https://www.ncai.org/tribal-directory/region/alaska-region/page/1

https://www.ncai.org/tribal-directory/region/alaska-region/page/1
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Government Code/By-Laws

After Constitution 8
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After a tribe passes a constitution, most will then create a 
set of codes or by-laws that guide them further.
For example, the Northway Tribal Council has a 
Constitution and an Operations Code.

In recent years, the tribal governments of the Interior 
worked with Tanana Chiefs Conference to get these new 
codes adopted.  Other regions might work with their own 
regional health corporations to adopt these codes.

In the codes, the tribes further outline elections and other 
general government type activities.
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D i f ferences Between Governments

9
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The main differences between city and tribal governments are :

• Cities are part of the State of Alaska and governed by the Alaska 
Statutes. Tribes are separate and have their own governments.

• Cities have local government authority. Tribes have more control over 
their members and to some extent, their land.

• Tribes have distinct cultural and historical backgrounds to their lands; 
cities might have this to some extent, but not as much.

• Tribes that are on the list from BIA: https://www.bia.gov/service/tribal-
leaders-directory

Differences Between Governments

https://www.bia.gov/service/tribal-leaders-directory
https://www.bia.gov/service/tribal-leaders-directory
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In closing

• Alaska tribal entities have constitutions and bylaws to help guide 
their local governments like municipalities have a code and 
ordinances.

• The two different types of tribal governments in Alaska are IRA 
and Non-IRA council governments. 

• Thank you! And if you are interested in the history of Alaska and of 
Native American law history, read the information from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks open-source course.  I very briefly 
discussed the topics. There is a lot more to learn!
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Thank you!
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